
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

 

 

USCIS’S L.R. 56.1 STATEMENT OF  

MATERIAL FACTS IN SUPPORT OF SUMMARY JUDGMENT 

 

Defendant United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, by John R. Lausch, Jr., 

United States Attorney for the Northern District of Illinois, submits the following statement of 

material facts as to which there is no genuine issue pursuant to Local Rule 56.1 of the United States 

District Court for the Northern District of Illinois. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

1. This is an action brought under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), and the 

court has subject matter jurisdiction under 5 U.S.C. § 552 and 28 U.S.C. § 1331.  Answer ¶ 3. 

2. Venue is proper in this district because plaintiff Jacqueline Stevens resides in this 

district.  Answer ¶ 4. 

Parties 

3. Plaintiff Jacqueline Stevens is a professor at Northwestern University.  Answer ¶ 

5. 

JACQUELINE STEVENS, 

 

    Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, et al., 

 

    Defendants. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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Judge Kennelly 
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4. Defendant U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, or USCIS, is a component 

of the federal government from whom Stevens has sought information via FOIA.  Answer ¶¶ 17, 

54, 71. 

Stevens’s June 2021 Silvestre Request 

5. On June 23, 2021, Stevens submitted a FOIA request via email to USCIS requesting 

various records regarding a person named Miguel Silvestre.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 7; see also id. 

Attachment A. 

6. The FOIA request provided the following mailing address for Stevens: “601 

University Place, Political Science Department, Evanston, IL 60208.”  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 7; 

see also id. Attachment A.   

7. USCIS sent Stevens an acknowledgement letter on June 28, 2021.  Ex. A (Munita 

Decl.) ¶ 8; see also id. Attachment B.  USCIS mailed the acknowledgement letter to the address 

listed in the FOIA request.  Id. 

8. In the acknowledgement letter, USCIS advised Stevens that it had assigned the 

request control number COW2021002422 and that USCIS processes requests in the order of 

receipt.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 9.   

9. The acknowledgement letter also advised Stevens that she could “sign up for a 

digital release” of the records and provided instructions on how to create an account online.  Ex. 

A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 9. 

10. Stevens did not sign up for digital release of the records.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 

10.   

11. On October 21, 2021, USCIS completed its processing of the request and sent a 

final action letter via regular mail to the address Stevens had provided on the FOIA request, along 
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with a CD containing the responsive, non-exempt records that Stevens had requested.  Ex. A 

(Munita Decl.) ¶ 11. 

12. The final action letter informed Stevens that USCIS had located 214 pages 

responsive to the request and that USCIS was enclosing 104 pages in their entirety and 105 pages 

in part, and that USCIS had withheld four pages in full.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 12; see also id. 

Attachment C. 

13. The final action letter also informed Stevens of her right to file an administrative 

appeal within 90 days.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 12; see also id. Attachment C.   

14. The final action letter informed Stevens that by filing an appeal, she would preserve 

her rights under FOIA and give USCIS a chance to review and reconsider the request and USCIS’s 

decision.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 12; see also id. Attachment C.   

15. The final action letter informed Stevens that she could file an administrative FOIA 

appeal to USCIS at: USCIS FOIA/PA Appeals Office, 150 Space Center Loop, Suite 500, Lee’s 

Summit, MO 64064-2139, and that both the letter and envelope should be clearly marked 

“Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 12; see also id. Attachment C.   

16. The final action letter was not returned to USCIS.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 12.   

17. USCIS never received an administrative appeal from Stevens relating to the June 

2021 Silvestre FOIA request.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 13. 

Stevens’s August 2022 Charpentier Request 

18. On August 15, 2022, Stevens submitted a FOIA request via email to USCIS 

requesting various records relating to a person named Pascal Charpentier.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 

14; see also id. Attachment D. 
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19. The request stated: “The records I am seeking include, but are not limited to, all 

correspondence and other information submitted by Mr. Charpentier to USCIS and all outputs 

about him produced by ‘E-verify’ databases; all records relied on by E-verify for claiming Mr. 

Charpentier’s place of birth was ‘Haiti’; emails, notes, drafts, memorandums, and data entries and 

outputs of digital information referencing Mr. Charpentier and stored on any computer, server, or 

digital device to which USCIS officials have access, and all information used for creating or 

responding to his two separate ‘alien’ numbers.  I am also of course interested in all records 

associated with any immigration and citizenship petitions and requests by Mr. Charpentier or on 

his behalf by his parent(s).”  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 14 n.3; see also id. Attachment D. 

20. Stevens requested expedited processing of the request.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 14; 

see also id. Attachment D. 

21. The request provided the following mailing address for Stevens: “601 University 

Place, Second Floor, Political Science Department, Evanston, IL 60208.”  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 

14; see also id. Attachment D. 

22. The request included a document titled “Privacy and Confidentiality Waiver” that 

purported to be a signed verification-of-identity-and-consent statement from Mr. Charpentier, 

verifying his identity and consenting to the release of his records to Stevens.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) 

¶ 15.   

23. The Department of Homeland Security’s FOIA regulations provide that a person 

making a request for records about himself must comply with certain verification requirements.  

Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 15 n.5; see also 6 C.F.R. §§ 5.3(a)(3) and 5.21(d). 

24. Specifically, the person must verify his identity by stating his “full name, current 

address, and date and place of birth” and must “sign the request” and the “signature must either be 
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notarized or submitted . . . under penalty of perjury . . .”  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 15 n.5; see also 

6 C.F.R. §S 5.3(a)(3) and 5.21(d). 

25. The verification-of-identity requirement also applies if a third party is making a 

request for records concerning another person on behalf of that person.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 15 

n.5; see also 6 C.F.R. §§ 5.3(a)(3) and 5.2(d), (f).   

26. After reviewing the request, USCIS determined that the verification-of-identity 

statement was improper because the signed “Privacy and Confidentiality Waiver” appeared to be 

an electronic signature.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 15. 

27. On August 29, 2022, USCIS sent Stevens a final action letter explaining that it was 

denying the request on the basis of FOIA Exemption 6 for failing to satisfy the criteria necessary 

to receive the requested records.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 15; see also id. Attachment E. 

28. The final action letter explained that an “electronic signature provided on a G-639 

that is generated via a private software system” will not “be accepted as proper Verification of 

Identity or Certification of Agreement (Consent).”  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 15; see also id. 

Attachment E. 

29. The request was also deficient because it omitted Charpentier’s current address, 

which is required by DHS’s FOIA regulations.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 15 n.6; see also 6 C.F.R. 

§§ 5.3(a)(3), 5.21(d), (f). 

30. The final action letter informed Stevens of her right to file an administrative appeal 

within 90 days.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 16; see also id. Attachment E. 

31. The letter informed Stevens that by filing an appeal, she would preserve her rights 

under FOIA and give USCIS a chance to review and reconsider the request and USCIS’s decision.  

Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 16; see also id. Attachment E. 
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32. The letter informed Stevens that she could file an administrative FOIA appeal to 

USCIS at: USCIS FOIA/PA Appeals Office, 150 Space Center Loop, Suite 500, Lee’s Summit, 

MO 64064-2139, and that both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 

Information Act Appeal.”  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 16; see also id. Attachment E. 

33. USCIS never received an administrative appeal from Stevens relating to the August 

2022 Charpentier request.  Ex. A (Munita Decl.) ¶ 17.      

      Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN R. LAUSCH, Jr. 

United States Attorney 

 

By: s/ Alex Hartzler              

ALEX HARTZLER  

Assistant United States Attorney 

219 South Dearborn Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60604 

(312) 886-1390 

alex.hartzler@usdoj.gov 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

 
JACQUELINE STEVENS, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
 v.  
 
 
U.S. DEPT. OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, et al., 
 
  Defendants. 
 

 
     
 
Civil Action No. 1:22-cv-05072 

 
 

 
DECLARATION OF CYNTHIA MUNITA 

 
INTRODUCTION 

I, Cynthia Munita, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am the Associate Center Director and Chief FOIA Officer in the Freedom of 

Information and Privacy Act (“FOIA/PA”) Unit, National Records Center (“NRC”), United States 

Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), within the United States Department of Homeland 

Security (“DHS”), in Lee’s Summit, Missouri.  I have held the position of Associate Center 

Director since December 5, 2021.  I received my Juris Doctorate in 2003, from the University of 

Missouri, Kansas City, School of Law and thereafter served at a private law practice and then at 

the Missouri State Public Defender’s Office. I joined USCIS in 2008, as an Immigration Services 

Officer in the Kansas City Field Office and, in 2013, began serving as a Supervisory Immigration 

Services Officer in the Customer Relations Division at the National Benefits Center in Lee’s 

Summit.  In 2015, I was promoted to Section Chief of that Division and, then prior to serving in 

my current position as Associate Center Director and Chief FOIA Officer, served as the USCIS 

Field Office Director in the Seattle Field Office from May 2017 to December 2021. 
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2. As the Chief FOIA Officer for USCIS, I oversee the USCIS FOIA program offices 

that are responsible for developing FOIA/PA policy and training and litigation-related matters 

within the FOIA program. I work with over 200 information access professionals at USCIS who 

are responsible for the orderly processing of all public, congressional, judicial, and inter-/intra-

agency requests or demands for access to USCIS records and information pursuant to the FOIA, 

Privacy Act, Executive Orders, departmental directives, regulations, and compulsory legal 

process. 

3. Through the exercise of my official duties as the USCIS Chief FOIA Officer, I am 

familiar with USCIS’s standard process for responding to FOIA requests, including search 

procedures for locating agency records.   

4. The statements contained in this declaration are based on my personal knowledge 

and upon information provided to me by other USCIS employees in the course of my official 

duties.  This Declaration is submitted in support of Defendants’ Motion for Summary Judgment in 

this matter. My declaration describes, generally, agency procedures for searching for records 

responsive to FOIA requests for access to agency records and, more specifically, agency action 

taken in response to the two FOIA requests that USCIS received from Jacqueline Stevens 

(“Plaintiff”) that are at issue in this case.   

 

USCIS’S STANDARD FOIA OPERATING PROCEDURES 

5. USCIS routinely and consistently processes FOIA requests in compliance with 

DHS implementing regulations found at 6 C.F.R. Part 5 and DHS Management Directive No. 

262.111, Freedom Of Information Act Compliance.1   Specifically, when the agency receives a 

 
1   DHS requirements for submitting a FOIA request for an individual’s records include the following:  
  
1. All FOIA requests must be submitted in writing.  6 C.F.R. § 5.3(a). 
 
2. If the requester seeks records about him/herself the requester must verify identity by submitting, in writing, 
a statement containing his/her full name, current address, date of birth and place of birth.  This statement must be 
signed, and the signature must either be notarized or submitted under 28 U.S.C. § 1746 (penalty of perjury in lieu of 
notarized signature).  This signature must be submitted along with the FOIA request.  6 C.F.R. §§ 5.3(a), 5.21(d).  
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FOIA request for USCIS information or documents, the agency’s standard procedure includes the 

following:  

a. after determining the nature, scope, and contours of a valid FOIA request, a 

preliminary search is conducted to locate potentially responsive records; 

b. because FOIA requests are generally processed by the NRC on a first-

in/first-out basis, the request is logged in the approximate order of its receipt 

into a computerized case tracking and retrieval system which automatically 

assigns a control number and tracks the file created; 

c. an acknowledgement letter is contemporaneously mailed to the requester, 

advising of the control number, processing fee arrangement, processing 

options, and contact information, and addressing any collateral requests 

made by requester; 

d. during any abeyance in processing, periodic system inquiries are conducted 

to maintain updated information concerning the disposition of agency 

records that are subject to the pending FOIA request; 

e. if relevant records are in the possession of an office or agency other than 

the responding office, a request for the production of the records is sent to 

the records' custodian(s) for that office or agency; 

f. during the course of processing, the FOIA request and any responsive 

records are subjected to rigorous analyses to arrive at the proper final 

agency determination; and finally; 

g. the NRC sends its response to the requester, granting or denying, in whole 

or in part, access to requested records, and advising of any additional rights 

 
 
3. The FOIA request must describe the records that are being sought in sufficient detail to enable DHS personnel 
to locate them with a reasonable amount of effort. 6 C.F.R. § 5.3(b). 
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that may have vested in the requester by virtue of the final agency 

determination. 

6. The DHS FOIA regulation also provides that except for certain limited 

circumstances, “[i]n determining which records are responsive to a request, a component ordinarily 

will include only records in its possession as of the date that it begins its search.” 6 C.F.R. § 5.4(a). 

USCIS adheres to this regulation in responding to FOIA requests. 

 

MIGUEL SILVESTRE JUNE 23, 2021 FOIA REQUEST 

7. On June 23, 2021, Plaintiff submitted a FOIA request via email to USCIS 

requesting various records regarding a Miguel Silvestre, alien number 077166008.  The FOIA 

request provided the following mailing address for the Plaintiff:  “601 University Place, Political 

Science Department, Evanston, IL  60208.”  See Attachment A. 

8. On June 28, 2021, USCIS sent Plaintiff an Acknowledgement Letter 

acknowledging receipt of her June 23, 2021 FOIA request.  The Acknowledgment Letter was 

mailed to the mailing address set forth in the Plaintiff’s FOIA request.  See Attachment B.  

9. In the Acknowledgement Letter, USCIS advised Plaintiff that the request was 

assigned control number COW2021002422, and that USCIS processes requests in order of 

receipt.2 Id.  We also advised the requestor that she could “sign up for digital release” of the records 

and provided the following instructions:  

[G]o to first.uscis.gov, create an account, and register your case using the Control 

Number: COW2021002422 and PIN: 782625. Read the enclosed yellow flyer for 

more details.  

 
2 We note that Plaintiff’s complaint references four other control numbers related to Miguel Silvestre.  However, we 
advise the Court that none of these control numbers relate to the June 23, 2021, FOIA request Plaintiff submitted to 
USCIS.  Two of those control numbers relate to a FOIA request intended for ICE that Plaintiff initially submitted to 
USCIS and then immediately withdrew, explaining that the request was intended for ICE.  The two other control 
numbers refer to requests that were initially submitted to ICE, then referred to USCIS by ICE, and then referred back 
to ICE.  None of these four control numbers, though, refer to the FOIA request Plaintiff submitted to USCIS on June 
23, 2021, which USCIS responded to in full on October 21, 2021. 
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10. Our records do not indicate that Plaintiff signed up for digital release of the 

requested records. 

11. Accordingly, on October 21, 2021, USCIS completed its processing of this request 

and sent a Final Action Letter and the responsive, non-exempt records to the Plaintiff on a CD via 

regular mail to the address set forth in the Plaintiff’s FOIA request.  This letter informed Plaintiff 

that USCIS had located 214 pages responsive to the request and that USCIS was enclosing and 

releasing 104 pages in their entirety and 105 pages in part, and that we withheld four pages in full. 

See Attachment C. 

12. This Final Action Letter also informed Plaintiff of her right to file an administrative 

appeal within ninety days.  The letter informed Plaintiff that by filing an appeal, she preserves her 

rights under FOIA and gives the agency a chance to review and reconsider the request and the 

agency’s decision.  Plaintiff was informed that she may file an administrative FOIA appeal to 

USCIS at:  USCIS FOIA/PA Appeals Office, 150 Space Center Loop, Suite 500, Lee's Summit, 

MO 64064-2139.  Both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 

Information Act Appeal.”  There is no indication in our systems that this letter was returned to us 

for any reason. 

13. USCIS has no record of any administrative appeal ever being filed in this case. 

 

PASCAL CHARPENTIER AUGUST 17, 2022 FOIA REQUEST 

14. On August 15, 2022, Plaintiff submitted a FOIA request to USCIS via email 

requesting various records pertaining to Pascal Charpentier.3  Plaintiff requested expedited 

 
3 In addition to the verification of identity deficiencies discussed in this declaration, it is our position that this request 
also failed to reasonably describe the records being sought.  This request contained multiple parts, many of which 
were vague and unclear or broad and sweeping.  For example, it is unclear what the Plaintiff meant in stating that she 
was seeking “emails, notes, drafts, memorandums, and data entries and outputs of digital information referencing Mr. 
Charpentier and stored on any computer, server, or digital device to which USCIS officials have access” and “all 
information used for creating or responding to his two separate ‘alien’ numbers.”  Pursuant to DHS FOIA regulations, 
‘[r]equesters must describe the records sought in sufficient detail to enable DHS personnel to locate them with a 
reasonable amount of effort.”  Moreover, “[a] reasonable description contains sufficient information to permit an 
organized, non-random search for the record based on the component’s filing arrangements and existing retrieval 
system.”  6 CFR § 5.3(b).  In this case, even had the Plaintiff submitted the proper verification of identity and consent, 
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processing of her request.4  The FOIA request provided the following mailing address for the 

Plaintiff:  “601 University Place, Second Floor, Political Science Department, Evanston, IL  

60208.”   See Attachment D.   

15. The Plaintiff’s request included a document entitled “Privacy and Confidentiality 

Wavier,” that purported to be a signed verification of identity and consent statement from Mr. 

Charpentier, verifying his identity and consenting to the release of his records to the Plaintiff.5  

After reviewing the request, we determined that it failed to provide a proper verification of identity 

statement because the signed “Privacy and Confidentiality Wavier” appeared to be an electronic 

signature.  On August 29, 2022, USCIS transmitted a Final Action Letter to Plaintiff explaining 

that her FOIA request was being denied based on FOIA exemption (b)(6) for failing to satisfy the 

criteria necessary to receive requested records.  See Attachment E.  In pertinent part, this letter 

explained to Plaintiff that “[a]n electronic signature provided on a G-639 that is generated via a 

private software system, will not be accepted as proper Verification of Identify or Certification of 

Agreement (Consent).”6  Id. 

16. The Final Action Letter also informed Plaintiff of her right to file an administrative 

appeal within 90 days.  The letter informed Plaintiff that by filing an appeal, she preserves her 

rights under FOIA and gives the agency a chance to review and reconsider the request and the 

agency’s decision.  Plaintiff was informed that she may file an administrative FOIA appeal to 
 

it is our view that the Plaintiff’s FOIA request still failed to reasonably describe the records sought.  
 
4 Plaintiff’s request for expedited processing also failed to comply with DHS FOIA regulations.  Specifically, “[a] 
requester who seeks expedited processing must submit a statement, certified to be true and correct, explaining in 
detail the basis for making the request for expedited processing.” See 6 CFR § 5.5(e)(3) (emphasis added).  Plaintiff 
did not provide any such certified statement.  Plaintiff’s request also failed to provide a “detailed basis” for its request 
for expedited processing, largely setting forth conclusory statements without any sufficient, supporting detail.   
  
5 DHS FOIA regulations provide that an individual making a request for records about himself must comply with 
certain verification of identity requirements.  Specifically, that individual must verify his identity by stating his “full 
name, current address, and date and place of birth” and must “sign the request” and the “signature must either be 
notarized or submitted … under penalty of perjury…”  See 6 CFR §§ 5.3(a)(3) and 5.21(d).  The verification of identity 
requirement also applies if a third party is making a request for records concerning an individual on behalf of that 
individual.  See 6 CFR §§ 5.3(a)(3) and 5.21(f). 
    
6 The “Privacy and Confidentiality Waiver” provided by the Plaintiff was also deficient because it omitted Mr. 
Charpentier’s current address, which is required by DHS FOIA regulations.  See 6 CFR §§ 5.3(a)(3) and 5.21(d). 
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USCIS at: USCIS FOIA/PA Appeals Office, 150 Space Center Loop, Suite 500, Lee's Summit, 

MO 64064-2139. Both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 

Information Act Appeal.”  There is no indication in our systems that this letter was returned to us 

for any reason.  

17. USCIS has no record of any administrative appeal ever being filed in this case. 

 
I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and accurate to the 

best of my knowledge and belief. 

Executed in Kansas City, Missouri on this 9th day of  November, 2022. 

 

 
                                                                                           

CYNTHIA MUNITA 
Associate Center Director 
Chief FOIA Officer 
Freedom of Information Act & Privacy Act Unit 
USCIS National Records Center  

 

CYNTHIA 
MUNITA

Digitally signed by CYNTHIA 
MUNITA 
Date: 2022.11.09 13:42:27 
-06'00'
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Curtis, Amy M

From: Jacqueline Stevens <jacqueline-stevens@northwestern.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 10:15 AM
To: FOIA, USCIS
Subject: Miguel Silvestre 077-166-008
Attachments: Silvestre_PrivacyWaiver.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Federal Government. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless
you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact the USCIS Security Operations Center with questions or click the “Report
Suspicious Email” button to report it as a phishing attempt.

To Whom It May Concern,
This letter constitutes a request under the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552, for
all system records and other materials in any medium created, maintained, or received by USCIS regarding Miguel
Silveste. This includes any email or other communications to or from other agencies or components, including but not
limited Immigration and Customs Enforcement and its legacy INS. Silvestre's "alien" number is 077 166 008. His DOB is

.
He was born in California, USA.
Please note that the government's detention and deportation of US citizens is of great interest to the public, as
evidenced in extensive national media coverage of my research on this, in cluding this article in The Intercept that
quotes my analysis and research. "ICE Medical Misconduct Witness Slated for Deportation Is a U.S. Citizen, Says
Lawyer,"
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheintercept.com%2F2020%2F11%2F02%2Fice
medical misconduct us citizen
deportation%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cuscis.foia%40uscis.dhs.gov%7Cebcce110d1714d74b00f08d9365ac948%7C5e4
1ee740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C637600586912949304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC
4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=O1QwQZJZYwaeQZlnXu%2FQy
pbiPftci0gOVrHEC%2BWg2GQ%3D&amp;reserved=0

Please also see:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.npr.org%2Fsections%2Fthetwo
way%2F2016%2F12%2F22%2F504031635%2Fyou say you re an american but what if you had to prove it or be
deported&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cuscis.foia%40uscis.dhs.gov%7Cebcce110d1714d74b00f08d9365ac948%7C5e41ee740
d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C637600586912949304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw
MDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=YbfmItx13ukBECKdjCVMPbkQR9BRVZ8
4BaYStarJLTw%3D&amp;reserved=0. My research on this topic has been reported in The New Yorker, The New York
Times, NPR and numerous other national and local media outlets. You can find more links to these articles here:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbuffett.northwestern.edu%2Fprograms%2Fdeport
ationresearch%2Fus_citizens_detained%2Findex.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cuscis.foia%40uscis.dhs.gov%7Cebcce110
d1714d74b00f08d9365ac948%7C5e41ee740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C637600586912949304%7CUnk
nown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;
sdata=s4Vv8XMI0m8Y6GivvH21os89QxRX%2FdVKxy37ZrmT3gw%3D&amp;reserved=0.

As I will be using this information for my research, teaching, and journalism along the lines indicated above, and will
receive no financial compensation I am requesting a fee waiver.

I am attaching Mr. Silvestre's privacy waiver authorizing release of this information to me under the Freedom of
Information/Privacy Act. Please note that this also includes his certification of his identity.
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Many thanks for your assistance with this request. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me here or by
phone at 847 467 2093.

Thank you,
Jacqueline Stevens

Professor
Political Science and Legal Studies
Northwestern University
Director
Deportation Research Clinic
Buffett Institute for Global Affairs
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbuffett.northwestern.edu%2Fprograms%2Fdeport
ationresearch&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cuscis.foia%40uscis.dhs.gov%7Cebcce110d1714d74b00f08d9365ac948%7C5e41e
e740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C637600586912949304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w
LjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=Cw31trqwZNSGddere7lAK%2F09S
6O5ANE6M03WE38LgS4%3D&amp;reserved=0
Citizenship In Question (Duke U.P. 2017), Open Source PDF
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oapen.org%2Fsearch%3Fidentifier%3D6252
72&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cuscis.foia%40uscis.dhs.gov%7Cebcce110d1714d74b00f08d9365ac948%7C5e41ee740d2d4a
728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C637600586912949304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiL
CJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=fXFT17hHsMPG2u6v33k8bYvogKP6ikyZgumCo
lbGP%2BI%3D&amp;reserved=0

office phone: 847 467 2093
mail
601 University Place
Political Science Department
Evanston, IL 60208
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fjacquelinestevens.org%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%
7Cuscis.foia%40uscis.dhs.gov%7Cebcce110d1714d74b00f08d9365ac948%7C5e41ee740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C
0%7C0%7C637600586912949304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1
haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=hz%2Bx2wdJN09Uh3%2FoSD%2FVOAHgcR4gbSq2zcRobhHodUk%3D&a
mp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstateswithoutnations.blogspot.com%2F&amp;dat
a=04%7C01%7Cuscis.foia%40uscis.dhs.gov%7Cebcce110d1714d74b00f08d9365ac948%7C5e41ee740d2d4a728975998c
e83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C637600586912949304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu
MzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=t%2Fr5hNMV8rwG%2FB8rv0qgfAgh11tfJvBoZxzL45Clq1
M%3D&amp;reserved=0
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Tuttle-Felter, Michael R (Mike)

From: FOIA, USCIS
Sent: Wednesday, October 5, 2022 1:32 PM
To: McBride, Lyne I
Subject: FW: EXPEDITED REQUEST E-Verify and other USCIS records for Pascal Charpentier
Attachments: PrivacyWaiver_Charpentier.pdf

 
 
 
Thank you, 
Amy Curtis 
Management & Program Analyst  
Customer and Support Team, FOIA 
National Records Center 
Amy.M.Curtis@uscis.dhs.gov 
 
 
WARNING: This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO). It contains information that may be exempt from 
public release under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552). This document is to be controlled, handled, 
transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in accordance with DHS policy relating to Sensitive But Unclassified (SBU) 
information and is not to be released to the public or other personnel who do not have a valid "need-to-know" without 
prior approval from the originator. 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jacqueline Stevens <jacqueline-stevens@northwestern.edu>  
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 4:09 PM 
To: FOIA, USCIS <USCIS.FOIA@uscis.dhs.gov> 
Subject: EXPEDITED REQUEST E-Verify and other USCIS records for Pascal Charpentier 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Federal Government. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact the USCIS Security Operations Center with questions or click the 
“Report Phishing” button to report it as a phishing attempt. 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
This letter constitutes a request under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552, for all system records 
and all other materials in any medium, maintained, received or distributed by USCIS pertaining to Pascal Charpentier.His 
date of birth is . His country of birth is Germany.  The U.S. government assigned him two "alien" 
numbers: 029-001-711 and 020-578-103.  Please search records using both numbers. 
 
The records I am seeking include but are not limited to: all correspondence and other information submitted by Mr. 
Charpentier to USCIS and all outputs about him produced by "E-Verify" databases; all records relied on by E-Verify for 
claiming Mr. Charpentier's place of birth was "Haiti";  emails, notes, drafts, memorandums, and data entries and outputs 
of digital information referencing Mr. Charpentier and stored on any computer, server, or digital device to which USCIS 
officials have access, and all information used for creating or responding to his two separate "alien" numbers.  I am also of 
course interested in all records associated with any immigration and citizenship petitions and requests by Mr. Charpentier 
or on his behalf by his parent(s). 
 
The time frame of this reqeust is January 21, 1972 through whenever a search is conducted for responsive records. 
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Grounds for Expedited Request 
According to 5 USC 552a6(E), a request should be expedited based on a "compelling need," the criteria for which are that: 
    (I) that a failure to obtain requested records on an expedited basis under this paragraph could reasonably be expected to 
pose an imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual; or 
    (II) with respect to a request made by a person primarily engaged in disseminating information, urgency to inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 
Mr. Charpentier was issued a removal order based on inaccurate information produced by the U.S. government to an 
immigration judge.  As director of the Deportation Research Clinic, I will be sharing all responsive records with Mr. 
Charpentier.   He needs the records requested in order to prove his U.S. citizenship.  Unless these are produced 
immediately, Mr. Charpentier is in danger of being rendered stateless and removed by force to a foreign country where he 
has has never visited and has no ties.  Thus, the failure of USCIS to produce the requested records on an expedited basis 
could "reasonably be expected to pose an imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual." 
In addition, there is enormous public interest in the U.S. government unlawfully detaining and deporting U.S. citizens.  
My own research on the patterns and practices of the U.S. government deporting U.S. citizens has been widely covered in 
the media, including the New Yorker magazine, the New York Times, and NPR, thus satisying (ii) above. 
Further, a major news organization has indicated they will be reporting on my findings about the deportation order for Mr. 
Charpentier. 
For documentation of the media interest in the U.S. government's unlawful detention and deportation of U.S. citizens, 
please see media coverage here:  https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdeportation-
research.buffett.northwestern.edu%2Fnews%2Findex.html&amp;data=05%7C01%7CLyne.I.McBride%40uscis.dhs.gov%
7C057171a495c94778f72108daa6ffec41%7C5e41ee740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C6380059153715144
54%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6M
n0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=QSS1G5LYA73fwCgDsba5EHnYxNjaB89swxBQa1epfxE%3D&amp;rese
rved=0, including these articles: Greg Allen, "ICE Detained the Wrong Person," NPR, December 18 and Steve Coll, 
"When ICE Tries to Deport Americans, Who Defends Them?" New Yorker, March 21. 
I also co-edited a volume, Citizenship in Question: Evidentiary Birthright and Statelessness, 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.oapen.org%2Fhandle%2F20.500.12657%2
F31762&amp;data=05%7C01%7CLyne.I.McBride%40uscis.dhs.gov%7C057171a495c94778f72108daa6ffec41%7C5e41
ee740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C638005915371514454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
C4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=f2GP
kshZaUNZphg6JQmgpM3KdKYGGjqVMnxZl7FrURk%3D&amp;reserved=0; the book won Please note that 
government's detention and deportation of US citizens is of great interest to the public, as evidenced in extensive national 
media coverage of my research on this. Please see: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.npr.org%2Fsections%2Fthetwo-
way%2F2016%2F12%2F22%2F504031635%2Fyou-say-you-re-an-american-but-what-if-you-had-to-prove-it-or-be-
deported&amp;data=05%7C01%7CLyne.I.McBride%40uscis.dhs.gov%7C057171a495c94778f72108daa6ffec41%7C5e4
1ee740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C638005915371670674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoi
MC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=4i
OCRV8bVa0u8rvsrY76FPu8yXAIDavmwOGH1HXW3zk%3D&amp;reserved=0   My research on this topic has been 
reported in The New Yorker, The New York Times, NPR and numerous other national and local media outlets. 
As I will be using this information for my research, teaching, and journalism along the lines indicated above, and will 
receive no financial compensation I am requesting a fee waiver. 
I am attaching Mr. Charpentier privacy waiver authorizing release of this information to me under the Freedom of 
Information/Privacy Act.  Please note that this also includes his certification of identity. 
Many thanks for your assistance with this request.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me here or by 
phone at 847-467-2093. 
Thank you, 
 
Jacqueline Stevens 
Professor 
Political Science 
Northwestern University 
Founding Director 
Deportation Research Clinic 
Buffett Institute 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbuffett.northwestern.edu%2Fprograms%2Fdeportat
ionresearch%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7CLyne.I.McBride%40uscis.dhs.gov%7C057171a495c94778f72108daa6ffec41
%7C5e41ee740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C638005915371670674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
yJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;s
data=jSpwz%2BJea04isGV%2FZJx2M9usiUEwC6oSFEWPWgNYJTA%3D&amp;reserved=0 
Office Phone: 847-467-2093 
Mail 
601 University Place, Second Floor 
Political Science Department 
Evanston, IL  60208 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstateswithoutnations.blogspot.com%2F&amp;data=
05%7C01%7CLyne.I.McBride%40uscis.dhs.gov%7C057171a495c94778f72108daa6ffec41%7C5e41ee740d2d4a728975
998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C638005915371670674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiL
CJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=y4QKn0VBJE6WMp3a
eJg4KyUDcwH1d9Tak9hFLLxZJTo%3D&amp;reserved=0 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolisci.northwestern.edu%2Fpeople%2Fcore-
faculty%2Fjacqueline-
stevens.html&amp;data=05%7C01%7CLyne.I.McBride%40uscis.dhs.gov%7C057171a495c94778f72108daa6ffec41%7C
5e41ee740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C638005915371670674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
joiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=
SlUGJScES8Xb7vHs%2BIY4cWBYPca%2B76iE46K1JbYzXes%3D&amp;reserved=0 
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